AN ACT

RELATI NG TO AGRI CULTURE; AMENDI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS OF

THE COTTON BOLL WEEVI L CONTRCL ACT; PROVI DI NG FOR TERM NATI ON

OF COTTON BOLL VEEVI L CONTROL COWMM TTEES; PROVI DI NG
ADDI TI ONAL POVERS; EXEMPTI NG COWM TTEES FROM THE PROCUREMENT

CODE AND THE PERSONNEL ACT.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 76-6A-10 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1996, Chapter 77, Section 10) is anended to read:
"76-6A-10. REFERENDUM - COTTON BOLL WEEVI L CONTRCL
DI STRI CTS- - COTTON BOLL WEEVI L CONTROL COWM TTEES. - - Aft er
public hearing, if the director decides there is
justification for creating a cotton boll weevil contro
district, the department shall hold a referendum \When

cotton producers who represent sixty-six percent of the

cotton acreage within the area threatened with or infested by

the cotton boll weevil vote in favor of the establishnent of
a cotton boll weevil control district, a cotton boll weevil
control district shall be created. The cotton producers
within a cotton boll weevil control district shall pronptly
establish, and shall elect not |ess than three nor nore than
seven nenbers to, a cotton boll weevil control commttee.
Cotton boll weevil control commttee nmenbers shall not

receive per diemor conpensation for their services. Cotton
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bol | weevil control districts and cotton boll weevil contro
conm ttees shall cease to exist when the cotton boll weevil
control conmttee and the director determ ne that all
financial and |egal obligations have been satisfied."
Section 2. Section 76-6A-11 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1996, Chapter 77, Section 11, as anended) is anended to read:
"76-6A-11. COITON BOLL WEEVI L CONTRCL COWM TTEES- -
ADDI TI ONAL DUTI ES AND PONERS. - -
A. Cotton boll weevil control commttees may:

(1) conduct progranms to suppress or
eradi cate cotton boll weevils within their cotton boll weevil
control districts;

(2) cooperate in the admnistration of the
Cotton Boll Wevil Control Act through the use of state or
federal personnel and facilities or both;

(3) contract for services or enter into
cooper ative agreenents;

(4) publish information and conduct sem nars
on the distribution and control of the cotton boll weevil;

(5) levy and collect a special assessnent,
based on cotton acreage or cotton yield per acre within the
cotton boll weevil control districts; and

(6) borrow noney or accept grants, donations
or contributions for any purpose consistent with the powers

and duties of the cotton boll weevil control commttee. HB 103
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B. Cotton boll weevil control conmttees shal
provi de a conpl ete accounting of the funds coll ected through
the special assessnent to all participating cotton producers
in the cotton boll weevil control districts.

C. The cotton boll weevil control conmmttee shal
send notice of the establishnent of a cotton boll weevil
control district and its defined boundaries to the organic
comodity comm ssion within fourteen days of its
est abl i shnent .

D. If the cotton boll weevil control district
includes certified organic acreage, the cotton boll weevil
control commttee shall select an organic farnmer operating
within the district, who shall have all the powers of a
conmm ttee nenber, to serve on the cotton boll weevil contro
conmttee."

Section 3. A new section of the Cotton Boll Wevil
Control Act is enacted to read:

" EXEMPTI ON FROM PROCUREMENT CODE AND PERSONNEL ACT. - -
Cotton boll weevil control conmmttees are exenpt fromthe
provi sions of the Procurenent Code and the Personnel Act.
The committee nenbers and committee enpl oyees are public
enpl oyees for the purposes of the Tort dains Act and shal
be provided all insurance and sel f-insurance coverage
provi ded by the risk rmanagenent division of the general

servi ces departnent.”
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